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Success
from
mental
illness

New pastor
for Queen
Street
STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
Pastor Willie Williamson
received specific instructions from Bishop Matthew
Williams on how to be the
leader of a church at the
service installing him as
pastor of Queen Street
Church of God in Christ.
Prelate,
Williams,
Southwestern Florida Jurisdiction, was the featured
speaker at the installation
service held last Sat., June
22 at the packed church located at 1732 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
Williams preached from
2 Timothy chapter 4, which
contains specific instructions from Apostle Paul to
Timothy, his son in the
gospel, on being a
preacher. Williams’ instruction to Williamson was just
as timely when he counseled him on how not to
show anger with a wrongdoer, to keeping a balance
between his marriage and
the church.
With so many church
leaders all over the globe
being called into question
matters,
money
over
Williams has a tried and
true method on how to
avoid those pitfalls, a
method he’s been using
since he became a minister.
He told Williamson to
never have his name on the
checking account. If something were to go wrong,
there would be no way for
him to straighten it out if he
was in the mix of things.
As Williamson humbly
listened to instruction, the

MARCY PALMERI
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Swiyyah Muhammad, who
was born and raised in St.
Petersburg, tells her remarkable story in a selfhelp book entitled, “Don’t
Call Me Crazy, I’m in Love.”
Although the book itself is
one of fiction, her journey
has been all too real.
At the age of five, she
was molested by her
brother and at 16 was physically abused by her step-father. Muhammad was
diagnosed with paranoid
schizophrenia when she
was 28 years old, and now
with a number of years of
battling the disease behind
her, she is helping others
understand and cope with
the illness.
“If I hadn’t had a dysfunctional family, it may not
have surfaced the way it
did. When you’re young,
stress brings it out,” said
Muhammad as she explained that both her father
and grandmother succumbed to the disease.
According to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, almost 50 percent of
Americans have some sort
of mental illness. Schizophrenia is a chronic, severe

Artist barber Kathleen Ferguson Arthur, right, and an example of
the many steps it takes to create one of her masterpieces.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ferguson
Kathleen
Arthur could very well be
the next celebrity barber.
Female barber that is. A
recent graduate of American Institute of Beauty
(AIB), located at 2800
34th St. N., her immense
barbering skills are apt to
skyrocket her to fame,
while making her name
part of every household.
Traditionally known
as a man’s profession, barbering has changed over

the last few decades.
Today a male wanting a
quick buzz might find
and
seated
himself
draped in front of a
Danielle instead of a Dan.
AIB co-owner and
Vice President Janet McCann admitted the tendency is increasing,
although she states female barbers are still hard
to come by. Estimating
women barbers currently
in the industry topping
out at about 10 percent.
“But it’s up and coming. We have seen the

trend,” McCann insisted
as she reiterated the industry is still male dominated, but “there are a lot
of women who say, ‘you
know, I want my barber
license.’”
That initially wasn’t
the case with Arthur.
Styling hair on the side
for virtually a lifetime, she
earned her cosmetology
license early on. However,
Arthur shunned the concept of making it a career,
instead cutting hair only
for friends, family and for
a brief time, the military.

For income, she spent
nearly 10 years trying to
make it in the corporate
world. Time and time
again however, she found
her lifeline repeatedly
ripped out from under her
as each corporation eventually went under due to
the economy.
“Once they closed
down I had to pray about
it,” Arthur admitted acknowledging the need to
look elsewhere for work
was taking its toll on her.
See HAIR page 7

See WRITING, page 5

PCUL 35th Annual Gala
PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

Swiyyah Muhammad

ST. PETERSBURG —
Unity is more than a
mantra for the Pinellas
County Urban League
(PCUL). It is the message
and the messenger, the
goal and the means. With
the hopes of raising
$100,000, the PCUL
hosted its 35th Annual
Equal Opportunity Day
Gala June 21 at the St. Petersburg
Renaissance
Vinoy Resort.
Together, the 425 individuals in attendance

helped the non-profit surpass its dollar objective for
the evening, though the
exact amount is still being
calculated as more money
trickles in. The money will
be used for the many
PCUL programs that
serve struggling African
Americans throughout
the county.
The gala was a multifaceted fundraising event,
beginning in the entrance
hall with a red carpet and
PCUL banner against
which Bay News 9 interSee GALA, page 10

See PASTOR, page 3

The community came together and
made the gala a huge success.

Pastor Willie Williamson
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Painting • Drywall • Flooring
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Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
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Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Epsilon Beta Sigma Sorority
welcomes summer 2013 line members



BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

Start small, think big

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Epsilon Beta Sigma
Chapter of Sigma Gamma
Rho Sorority, Inc. is proud
to announce the newest
members to the sorority.
Basileus Teresa G. William

announced that she was immediately impressed with
the strength, talent and
service that these gifted
women will bring to the
sorority and the community.
Please welcome Tavia

Anderson, Gloria Baker,
Kanette Baker, Angela
Collins, Bridget HerringDaniels, Bettye King,
Teketa Marshall, Patricia
Stubbins
and
Shirley
Woods.

Let’s talk about data: the exciting information hidden within your nonprofit’s donor database. There’s much to
be learned by running reports, and
many reports to run. The most in-demand: funds raised to date. But what
about less popular reports and the secrets they can reveal? What about your
“top-tier small donors?”
Use your summer months to produce and study reports showing donors
who have given in each of the past three
or five years. Look for those who consistently give at the highest levels of your
“small donor” category. Those included
in this group will vary from nonprofit to
nonprofit. For a college, this group may
be those who give $1,000 each year. For
a national nonprofit, the group may be
$500 annual donors. For a grassroots organization, it may be those who give
$100 annually. The most important thing
is to know who falls into this group –
let’s call them “top-tier small donors” –
at your nonprofit.
Take the time to create and implement a strategy for reaching out to these
donors and growing their collective impact. They are the backbone of individual giving programs: a segment of your
donors who can be cultivated for larger
gifts, to serve as ambassadors, or to encourage others to give. They need to be
tended to and summer is a perfect time
to reach out.
Craft a personalized outreach program where someone from your organization or institution calls these donors
to thank them for giving over the years.
Create a script that includes a request

that the donor consider a slightly increased amount when she makes her
next gift. Determine who within your
nonprofit would be ideal at making such
calls. Set up a short training program
and get into action.
When reviewing your list of “top-tier
small donors” look for who you know
and who you don’t. Invite a mix of these
donors to a small reception, especially
those who have not been invited to visit
with your nonprofit before. Better yet,
consider scheduling a personal visit to
their home or office.
When reviewing lists of lapsed “toptier small donors” consider a call or
email to reengage each. Thank him for
his prior support, share a few updates
on your impact, and ask for his consideration when he makes his future giving
decisions. No hard sell. A simple call
from someone who works for, volunteers at, or benefits from your nonprofit.
If you believe specific donors will respond better to an email than a phone
call consider a “real” email – short and
personal; not an “e-blast.”
We offer these suggestions as a way
to retain and grow current donors who
may be able to make a larger impact: as
a way to get to know them. Pick up the
phone, say hello. Don’t take your donors
for granted – show them you care.
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl
Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.” They position nonprofits for
fundraising success. Visit them at
www.saadandshaw.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Queen Street pastor installation
From PASTOR, page 1

congregation could barely
contain their excitement.
Everyone had been waiting
for this moment since last
year when then Pastor A.P.
Conage went home to be
with God. However, the
Lord had this day in place
years ago.
Williamson was born in
the Bronx, N.Y. to the late
Willie
and
Leevadar
Williamson. From a small
boy everyone knew he
would grow up and preach
the gospel; however, before
he preached the gospel, he
sung it. Belonging to a
gospel quartet managed by
his father, he performed
with his brother throughout high school.
He attended John Jay
College for Criminal Justice in New York City
where he met and married
his wife Patricia in 1980.
He began a career in law
enforcement all while
serving God in various capacities.
In 1993 he was asked to
join the trustee board while
attending Unity Faith Deliverance Church. In 1996
he was elevated to youth
pastor, and in 1998 he was
ordained and licensed to
associate pastor until 2003

when he and his family
moved to Florida.
Being in a new state,
Williamson prayed to God
to send him to a church
where he could continue in
the ministry. He took his
time and visited many
churches on his quest to
find a church that fit him
and his family.
One Sunday, Williamson
was invited to attend a
church in St. Petersburg,
but the Lord had other
plans for him. He got lost
and decided to stop in at a
quaint little church by the
name of Queen Street
Church of God in Christ to
ask for directions.
He never made it to
that other church, and Sat.,
June 22 he was installed to
the office of pastor with his
wife, family and the whole
congregation there to congratulate him.
“If you trust in God, just
trust him. That’s what I
preach about, that’s what I
know about. I don’t know
about many other things,
but I know how great God
is…I’m so happy and so
honored, and I thank God
for all of you,” Williamson
remarked after becoming
installed as pastor.

America’s First 1 Legends, Inc. invites you to come out and play in the best local tournament of
the year at the beautiful Pasadena Country Club located at 6300 Pasadena Point Blvd., Gulfport.
The purpose of this tournament is to help African-American golfers advance toward
qualifying for the PGA, golf academy school and/or college scholarships.

There will be 5 flights so
everyone entered has a
chance to win a trophy:
Two Regular Flights
(ages 65 and under)
One Mixed Flight
(ladies and men – any age)
Senior Flight
(age 65 to 74 years old)
One Super Senior Flight
(over 75 years)

Registration is 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
The deadline for registration is July 8, 2013
Entry fee is $100
Those who attend will have the
chance to meet Charles Owens, the
first PGA Pro to design and use the
long putter on tour.
Kids from the First Tee of Tampa Bay
will perform a golfing exhibition.
Buffet lunch after the tournament
Come on out and help us advance
the level of African-American golf.

Checks can be mailed to:
Alfred B. Williams (Tournament Organizer)
2601 Queen St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home 727-823-2864 • Cell 727-254-0805
Don Franklin (Tournament Director)
2925 35th Terrace S.
St. Petersburg, FL 3371
Home 727-867-5902 • Cell 727-688-6840
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Contractors appeal for change in
housing bid process
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Recent reports indicate an
upswing in the housing,
building and the rehab
construction industry, but
several contractors complained to the city council
that Small Business Enterprise (SBE) contractors are not winning bids
for construction projects
because of the current
process being implemented by the city’s
Housing and Community
Development’s Working
to Improve our Neighborhoods (W.I.N.) program.
Three certified SBE
contractors spoke during
an open forum session of
the city council meeting
held at City Hall, 175 5th
St. N., St. Petersburg, last
Thurs., June 20. They all
insists that within the past
few years, changes have
taken place with the bidding process without any
prior notice and bids have
been rejected as a result
of it.
They also expressed
concerns
about
the
same contractors being
awarded bids for more
projects when they have
yet to complete existing
contracted projects. Ultimately, these three contractors want the city
council to make substantial changes with the bidding process and to
include a commitment of

a certain percentage of
the contracts for disadvantaged certified SBE
contractors.
Michael Reeves of
Reeves Building and
Plumbing Contractor is a
state certified building
and roofer contractor
with more than 36 years
of experience. He explained to the council
that he is a SBE section
contractor with the city’s
W.I.N. program and is in
good standing.
Reeves Building and
Plumbing Contractor has
participated with the
housing program for the
past 18 years and noticed
that 97 percent of the contracts go to the same contractor with little to none
going to the SBE contractors.
“My company has not
benefited at all and I wonder why,” he said. “New
people with better ideas
are needed in the housing
program.”
He went on to propose
three recommendations
to be implemented immediately:
1. A pre-qualified contractor receives a minimum of three
contracts and no new
contract until at least
one project is complete.
2. The housing and
W.I.N. project can be
bided only from a certified St. Petersburg
SBE and Section 3 con-

Michael Reeves
tractor.
3. Use the Section 3 program for disadvantage
businesses and use the
10 percent rule for
contracting as the
Pinellas County Housing Authority uses.
Kori Monroe of IROK
Construction and Kevin
Wells of Wells Builders
also spoke before the
council and agreed that
they would like to see
changes in the housing
department as well.
City Council Chair
Karl Nurse invited all of
them to the next housing
committee meeting. He
also suggested more research on the matter be
conducted by council
members and advised
that public attendees will
be allowed to ask questions and make comments
during the meeting.

Progressive class reunion is here

Seated L-R, Cynthia Keys Holmes, Barbara Nettles Robinson,
Debra Dorsey Bynum and Athena Johnson Grooms
Standing L-R, Lou Brown, Nora Witherspoon Chin, Diana Johnson Guess,
Rosalyn Adams Walker, Roberta Jones Green and Rob Williams.
ST. PETERSBURG —
The members of the Progressive Class of 1973 are
putting the final touches
on their 40th year class reunion. The events will take
place this weekend, June
28-30.
The reunion is expected to be well attended
by local graduates and outof-town class members.
The itinerar y for the
weekend is as follows:
Fri., June 28 — Meet
and Greet Wear White
Night. The class will meet
at the Hilton St. Petersburg
Carillion
Park,

950 Carillon Drive from 711 p.m. All class members
are invited and expected
to attend.
Sat., June 29 —
Brunch (Dutch treat) at
the Hilton St. Petersburg
Carillon Park from 9-11
a.m.
Sat., June 29 — Banquet/Prom at the Hilton
St. Petersburg Carillon
Park. Reception starts at
6 p.m. Program starts at
7 p.m. Dinner and the
prom to follow.
Sun., June 30 —
Class members and guest
will attend Oak Hill Mis-

sionar y Baptist Church,
pastored by our own classmate, Rev. Victor Ball. The
church is located at 4202
East Palifox St., Tampa.
Dinner after the service.
Custom tee shirts designed by God’s Property
will be available, as well as
corsages and boutonnieres for the prom. There
will be no ticket sales at
the door, so make your
arrangements early.
Please contact Lou
Brown at 727- 327-1234 or
Athena Grooms at 727-8041365 for further information. See you there!

                      

The NAACP,
The Weekly Challenger and
Bay Tech Label proudly sponsors
a Mayor’s Candidate Forum

Mayor Bill Foster

Rick Kriseman,
former St. Petersburg
City Councilmember

Kathleen Ford,
former St. Petersburg
City Councilmember

Date:
June 27, 2013
Time:
7:30 p.m.
Location: Suncoast Hospice,
3050 1st Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Moderator: Attorney Michelle Ligon
Two challengers for mayor will take on incumbent
Bill Foster on June 27 at the first mayoral debate
of the campaign season.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS

Mayoral candidates will discuss their thoughts on
the future of St. Petersburg and will also
answer questions.

727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access

The primary election will be held August 27;
the top two finishers will then advance
to the general election on November 5.
For media access and further information,
please contact Mike Lewis at 813-770-3779.

Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rising above schizophrenia

 


From WRITING, page 1

and disabling brain disease
that affects approximately
one percent of Americans.
The National Institute for
Mental Health reports that
Schizophrenia affects men,
women and all ethnic
groups similarly. Symptoms can begin as early as
the teenage years through
the 30s, eventually becoming a chronic condition lasting a lifetime.
Ten years ago Muhammad was leading a very different life. She had no job,
no car and little prospects.
Today, not only is she leading a productive life, but
one of great success.
“Don’t Call Me Crazy” is required reading at St. Petersburg College and her
goal is to make it a requirement for as many high
schools and colleges as
possible.
“My book will make future clinicians more empathic to their clients,” said
the author. “The more people are educated on the disorder, the less of a stigma
there will be.”
Having earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology
in 2001, Muhammad’s
story lends hope and inspiration to those facing schizophrenia, as well as to their
families.
“I want to be a beacon
of light at the end of the
tunnel for those struggling
with this disorder,” she explained.
“God revealed to me
that all would come full circle. When you have a break
from reality is when God

talks to you. Because I
have a degree in psychology, I’m able to distinguish
mental illness from spirituality,” Muhammad testified.
Writing a book was her
way of becoming a community leader and spokesperson for mental illness and
to save lives. She explained
that in many books you see
pictures of people who
have disorders looking normal. However, she feels
that they should contain
before and after pictures so
that a person going
through the illness can recognize themselves.
Her mother did just that
when she would show her
pictures of what she looked
like during her episodes.
She did not recognize the
person in the photos, hair
disheveled and unkempt.
This simple act persuaded
her to keep taking her
medications.
“I want people to know
that anything is possible
and you can overcome any
disorder,” she expressed
with sincerity. “Learn
everything you can about
the disorder and share the
information with your family.”
One very important
skill she had to learn on
her road to recovery was
how to be an effective listener and avoid arguments.
When she would have a
conversation with her then
boyfriend, she’d cut him off
while he was talking. She
wants to take her experiences and help others to
avoid the pitfalls she went

 


Courtesy of

       
     

 

     

     


        

 



through.
Muhammad will be
holding workshops in the
near future to share the
messages in the book.
The sequel to “Don’t
Call Me Crazy” is in the
works. In it one of the characters admits to being gay,
so it will focus on the illness and various stigmas
within different environments. She will also continue to discuss her keys to
success.

Muhammad leaves us
with these words of wisdom: “Never give up. Any
dream you can conceive of
is possible. Whatever
you’re going through, God
is watching you. Forgive
yourself. He will help you
do anything. Love God.”
Her amazing story can
also be seen on Bay News
9 in their Everyday Hero
series. Please log on to
http://www.youtube.com/
user/swiyyahnm

       

        
 



 




Annual End of the Year Affair
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Theta Eta Lambda
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., held their
annual End of the Year Affair at the St. Petersburg
Country Club, located at
2000 Country Club Way S.,
on Fri., June 14.
At this event, the men
thanked their invited
guests for their support, reflected on the past year’s
successes, and swore in its
officers for the 2013-2014
fraternal year. In addition,
the chapter and its Theta
Eta Lambda Education
Foundation awarded the inaugural Packer Legacy
Scholarship.
The scholarship is supported by the family of the
fraternity’s dear deceased
Brother William Edward
Packer, Sr., a well-known

member of the Pinellas
County community.
In
recognition and memory of
Brother Packer’s contributions to the area, Brother
Marcus Ducheine was
awarded a scholarship of
$3,000 to support his graduate studies in general and
vascular sonography at
Nova Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale.
Ducheine is a recent
graduate of the University
of South Florida, Tampa,
where he majored in health
science and became a
member of the fraternity in
the fall of 2011.
The brothers of Theta
Eta Lambda thank their
supporters and look forward to continuing its service to the St. Petersburg
community in the upcoming year ahead.

Photograph courtesy
of Jim Cleaves

L-R, Marcus Ducheine, Packer Family Scholarship
recipient, Birice Packer, wife of the late William
Packer, Sr., Reggie Ligon, outgoing chapter
president. Not pictured: Malcolm Butler,
outgoing Education Foundation chairman
and incoming chapter president.

Imagine being taken
away from your home,
not knowing where you
will go, leaving behind
your favorite things.
Now,
imagine
this
through the eyes of a
child. There are more
than 3,500 dependent
children in Pinellas and
other counties due to
child abuse, neglect or
abandonment. To be a
foster parent, you can be
single or married, have a
family of your own or be
an “empty-nester.” For
more information on becoming a foster parent,
please call the Eckerd
Recruitment Line tollfree at 1-866-233-0790.
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A tribute to ‘Queen of the Keys’
CLEARWATER — A
tribute to Lillette JenkinsWisner, dubbed “Queen of
the Keys” by Nat King
Cole, was held in downtown Clearwater Sat., June
15. The event was also a
fundraiser for the Lillette
Foundation for the Arts, a
501c3 organization that
promotes knowledge and
continued development of
promising students of the
performing arts while assisting with their financial
needs.
The audience was on
its feet when Jenkins-Wisner took the stage. Silence
reigned as she fingered
the grand piano and said,
“Keys are here. Let’s see
what I can get out of
them.”
To say that she tickled
the keys as she played
“Sundown,” “Rhapsody in
Blue,” or “Satin Doll,”
would be an understatement. She caressed, cajoled, teased those keys,
seducing the audience
with her magic and exciting them into an enchanted frenzy.
When this 90-year-old
woman came back later to
play “Clair de’ Lune” and
“Flight of the Bumblebee”
with its frantic pace and
nearly uninterrupted runs
of chromatic sixteenth
notes, the audience was
truly thankful they were
there to witness such musical adeptness.
Jenkins-Wisner, as a
child prodigy in New York,
had the opportunity to develop her talents. She was
trained in classical music
at Julliard and New York
University. In her career,
which included United
Service Organizations military tours, film (“The Cotton Club” starring Richard
Gere), television (“All My
Children”), Broadway and
worldwide concerts, she
shared the spotlight with
artists such as Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington,
Louis Armstrong, Sarah
Vaughn, Lena Horne,
Eubie Blake and Billy Joel.
Her versatility includes
classical, gospel, ragtime
and jazz, all of which she
performs to this day.
Her son, Clifford Jenkins, flew in from New York
to help pay tribute to his
mother. He said her life
was one of dedication to
the joy of music. “Massage
your dreams,” she would
say, “give hope.”
Giving hope is the reason for her Foundation of
the Arts. Now, more than
ever, with arts programs

Dallas Wright: Coming full circle

Dallas Wright
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

losing funding throughout
the country, children need
scholarships so they can
go forward with their
dreams.
Master of ceremonies,
Maurice Mickens, CEO of
Mt. Carmel Community
Development Corporation
and member of the Clearwater MLK, Jr. Neighborhood Coalition grew up in
Harlem. He expressed his
joy with having her perform for the evening as
well as members of the
group Au’Niece, (Michele
Harris-Carter (Lillette’s
daughter)
and
Toni
Stargell (Lillette’s granddaughter).
Au’Niece performed
several rhythm and blues
numbers
with
four
dancers from the foundation, backed up by a fourpiece band. There were
also two singers, well
known to this area, Katt
Heffner and her daughter
Dana Merriwether, who
wowed the crowd.

Some 200 people attended the event, including
ministers
and
parishioners from local
churches, a board member of the University of
South Florida, JenkinsWisner’s very large extended
family,
the
publishers of Tampa Bay
Magazine, a former mayor
of neighboring Dunedin,
as well executives and
staff from two local companies.
Pat Harney, the Public
Affairs Director, welcomed the guests on behalf of the Church of
Scientology, saying how
delighted the Church was
to open up the historic
Fort Harrison to Lillette’s
Foundation for the Arts
and other non-profit and
community groups.
To learn more about
Lillette’s Foundation for
the Arts and how you can
help, go to http://lillettesfoundation.webs.com/

ST. PETERSBURG —
Imagine starting out with a
job as a kid and picking it
up again many years later
where you left off. Dallas
Wright shined his first pair
of shoes as a 10 year old in
a barber shop in rustic
Perry, Fla., less than 50
miles from Tallahassee.
After moving to St. Petersburg later in life, he decided to pick up the
polishing rag again. Talk
about coming full circle.
“It was the first job I
ever had and I expect it’ll
be my last,” 76-year-old
Wright said with a hint of a
Florida panhandle accent.
How long was the gap
between shoe shining jobs?
When Wright started out in
that barbershop Harry S.
Truman was Commanderin-Chief and when he resumed, Bill Clinton was
serving his first term.
That’s a lot of history indeed during all those years,
and back in the day some
famous people shined
shoes at some point in their
lives, including singer
James Brown, activist Malcolm X and big league slugger Sammy Sosa. Johnny
Cash even sang about getting a shine in his classic
“Get Rhythm” where he
belted out, “It does a million dollars’ worth of good
for you.”
Wright tried his hand at
all sort of professions in the
interim, including janitorial
jobs and lawn work, but in
1994 he returned to the job
he truly enjoyed.
“There were many jobs.
I thought I was never going

to have to shine shoes
again but it was about the
only thing I liked to do and
came back to it,” he admitted.
Wright operates in the
lobby of One Progress
Plaza, in the heart of downtown St. Petersburg. His
shoeshine station is an island that might have been
transported from another
era, a time when newspaper boys delivered evening
editions, men wore fedoras
to ballgames and travelers
dressed up to take an airplane ride.
“Truly it’s a dying art,”
Wright said with more than
a hint of sadness in his
voice. “People don’t really
think about it like they used
to. It was something they’d
need at all times to go to
work. Lately it seems like
they can get along without
it.”
His station has room for
three people to sit side-byside, and he keeps newspapers available and even a
bowl of candies for his patrons. Soft-spoken and a
man of few words, Wright
goes about his business
with the brush, rag and polish deliberately and without
theatrics. He keeps a copy
of “The Great Speeches of
Frederick
Douglass”
nearby for his down time.
A typical five-dollar
shine takes about five to
seven minutes, but Wright
also does shoe repairs and
will even stretch your
shoes if needed. He said it’s
almost exclusively men that
will sit in his chair just for a
shine. His female customers are mostly seeking
repair jobs, but will get a
shine along with them.

He said his busiest time
of the year is in the springtime when the tourists are
out in full force. On a good
day he can get up to 15 customers. On the flipside,
there have been days when
no one has sat in his chair.
Even 11 years after the
World Trade Center was
struck and collapsed into a
heap of gray rubble, the
dusty fallout continues to
affect his tiny one-man operation a thousand miles
away.
“Since 9/11 it made a
big change, a great
change,” he said lamenting
the steady economic decline that has affected even
his small business.
Wright also noted that
he doesn’t get too many
regulars anymore. “Used to
be I’d get a lot of repeats,
but as time passes it seems
like I just get one-time customers.”
But from one-timers
and regulars alike, Wright
has received gratuities for
his work. The biggest tip
he’s ever received from a
grateful customer? “One
man tipped me $100,” he affirmed, chuckling, “It was
during the holidays.”
But for Wright, the task
truly is its own reward.
“The best thing I love about
this job is when I go
through the procedure and
can stand back and see
what I did. It feels good to
see the results. I feel better
when I see a pair of shoes
been shined.”
The little luxuries of
life—in more ways than
one—can do a million dollars’ worth of good.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Up and coming barber off to New Jersey
WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com
From HAIR , page 1

Tired of the rollercoaster
ride working the nine to
five circuits, she made the
decision to follow her
hear t, her natural born
talent.
“I know what my calling
is,” she explained as she perused her options and decided on returning to
school.
So as recently as September of last year, Arthur
became a student of AIB.
Her tenacious attitude consisted of perfect attendance
and showing up early, allowing her to finish the
nine month program ahead
of schedule. But as a former cosmetology student,
Arthur was amazed at the
difference between working on men’s hair in comparison to women’s.
“When I came in I didn’t
know how to cut a guy’s
hair,” Arthur admitted,
“You know the little fades
they do? Women’s hair is
totally different.”
But determined to take
her skills to the next level,
Arthur turned from a
novice to an expert almost
overnight. Her experience
with freehand drawings
and her creative abilities
uplifted her to a new level
in hair, making once unknown styles such as fades
and hair designs a means to
showcase her immense talent. Now she is excited
with the opportunities that
lie ahead for her in the field
of barbering.
Set to embark on a new
life in New Jersey upon
passing her boards and
earning her license, Arthur
plans to join up with world
renowned celebrity hair designer Kyle Bullock. Owner
of BarbereXtraordinaire,
Bullock is the winner of numerous awards and has a
loyal following.
Working with him is a
dream come true for Arthur
and an experience she
hopes will help further her
career as a master barber.
“Mr. Kyle is supposed
to be teaching me a lot of
different techniques so I’m
going to run with that,”
Arthur discussed as she explained how she hooked up
with Bullock and his crew
via Facebook and Twitter.
“We traveled to see him
[and] he greeted me with
open arms.”
But with the world
ahead of her, Arthur’s successes will always be
grounded and not without
sacrifice. Just seven years
ago she lost her 12-year-old
daughter, Iyanna, to encephalitis. A hardship unfathomable to any parent
and one that left her unable
to cope with life.
“When my daughter
passed, people didn’t realize I was in a zone,” Arthur
explained as she continued
to act out the motions of the
day-to-day. “You think
you’re going to lose your
mind.”
A
teenaged
mom,
Arthur and Iyanna were
like sisters, defying all the
odds. A student of Northwest Elementary, Iyanna
was active in many activities, from cheerleading and
powder-puff football, to
praise dance. Her support
for her daughter was evident. She never missed an
opportunity to be part of
her little girl’s life.
So the day she was
forced to make the decision
to take Iyanna off life support, Arthur admited her
faith was tested.
“That was the hardest
thing that I’ve ever done,”
she said once again reliving
the hours of anguish she
endured at Iyanna’s bed-

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Top ten steps to better health
There are thousands of diets, with
a thousand different strategies for how
to reach the goal of optimum weight
and physical health via exercise and nutrition. Because people are different
with so many variables on how much
physical activity they get in a day, age,
bone structure, height, blood type,
chemistry, there could not possibly be
one solution that fits every person.
It is important, instead, to look at
the most successful weight loss programs to see what they have in common. After that, each person can start
with these tried and true fundamentals
and modify them to keep whatever
works and change the parts that don’t.
Throughout the past few months I have
volunteered myself to be a human experiment and I’ve assembled the top ten
things that I’ve found to have worked
when implemented. Start with one or
two things on the list. After three or
four days, add another. The scientific
statement about “it takes 21 days to
form a new habit” is actually an unfounded fallacy. New habits really take
quite a bit longer to become ingrained
to where they are second nature.
The good news is that it takes one
day to make up your mind to change
your routine to incorporate good
choices. For example, let’s say you usually drink a glass of orange juice every
morning while you’re getting ready for
work/school. If you decide today to
substitute your OJ for water and an
apple, you have just changed your
habit. It will take a while for that
change to feel like an automatic tendency, but when your refrigerator is

Samples of Arthur’s work.
side. As she watched her
daughter slowly slip away,
tears trickling along the
cheek of her precious baby
girl as she struggled to take
her last breath, Arthur
knew her own life would
never be the same.
“She wasn’t coming
home,” Arthur recollected.
“I was angry with God.”
But although she will
never be able to escape the
reoccurring image of her
daughter’s final breathes,
her last few moments in
this world, Arthur eventually came to terms with
God’s will, acknowledging
Iyanna as an angel sent to
touch the lives of others if
only for a short time. Persevering through her hardship, Arthur became a
mentor, guiding her family
members through their
own grief processes as
more loved ones passed on
throughout the years.

Today, she has recently
remarried to a man she describes as her main support
system. “He drilled in me to
strive on even when no one
else would,” she explained
as she discussed her mission to not only find solace
in her own life, but to make
a difference in the lives of
others.
“I can honestly say I am
blessed,” Arthur admitted.
“God has really blessed
me.”
So look for Kathleen
Ferguson Arthur to make a
name for herself among the
stars in the years to come,
while she embarks on a
new adventure in the world
of hair design. All along
the way you can be sure
she will continue to open
her heart to all those
around her and be an inspiration to others who are experiencing
their
own
hardships in life.

Hair
It Iz
$3.00 OFF
Black Soap

Shear
Hospitality
$95 Sew In
w/ FREE
Toe Polish

1-855-HARITIZ
(1-855-427-4849)
hairitizsalon.com
Good 6/1/13
thru 9/30/13

3500 5th Ave. N.,
Suite A
727-768-1292
Good 6/1/13
thru 9/30/13

Hair Salon

full of whole fruit instead of bottled
juice you will have some reinforcement
to rely upon.
In no particular order, here are my
top ten recommendations:
• Eat veggies at every meal
• Drink three 16 ounce glasses of
water before each meal
• Don’t skip breakfast
• Don’t eat too few calories
• Eliminate sugars and starches
• Plan, plan, plan – think ahead
• Learn to be OK with hunger
• Eat to live instead of living to eat
• Find someone to partner with
• Cut out fried everything (see
below)
OK, about number 10. This may be
the hardest one to implement. Fried
food simply tastes great. Growing up in
the 70s with a Southern Baptist family,
my mother fried everything from pork
chops to potatoes to green beans. We
used to cook with lard and bacon
grease so it’s in my genes.
As impossible as it sounds, cutting
out foods can be done. Don’t tell yourself you can never eat it again; just
know that eating fried food (and any
fast food) has to be the exception not
the rule. Fried food is not only unhealthy because of the amount of fat
and calories, but usually the food itself
(potatoes, hamburger, dough) is low on
a nutrition scale. Equally important is
the reduction of processed foods.
Health benefits are found abundantly in
whole foods, produce and grains in
their most natural form. A lot more
tools can be found at www.gettingthebestofyou.com.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 


 







 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.



















  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  












Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in June
June 24-28 - National Baptist Convention in Louisville,
KY
June 26-29 - Congress No.
2 Hosted by St. John First Bap-

tist Church in Palmetto, Fla.
Coming in July
July 13 - General Missio
Meeting 10 a.m.
July 15-19 - Vacation Bible
School - Theme: Jesus Family
Reunion. Bring the Family together in the unity of Jesus
Christ for the best reunion yet!
As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord: Joshua
24:15. More information coming.
July 22-26 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Congress
and Youth Convention held in
Daytona Beach, FL. St. Mark
CYM will attend.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sept. 19 – 21: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
Senior Fellowship Ministry
whole heartedly invites you to
join us for The Savannah
Friendship Tour to Savannah,
Georgia.
The tour includes trans-

portation arrival and departure, 3 days, 2 nights stay at a
Three Star Hotel, continental
breakfasts, tour, shopping,
buffet dinner at Paula Deen’s,
one breakfast and one lunch.
Be sure to register for this
great event as seating is limited. Make your early reservation now for guaranteed
accommodations. For questions or any other information,
please feel free to call Sister
Gloria Peelar, 727.864.4438 or
Sister
Valerie
Williams,
727.224.9930.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7 as
we study in the book of Mark Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

First Mt. Zion
The Unity Day Committee
will be presenting the “Blood
of Jesus” Red and White program on Sun., June 30 at
4 p.m. The speaker for this oc-

casion will be First Mt. Zion’s
very own Missionary Geraldine Williams. All of our
friends are invited to come and
hear this woman of God, as

she proclaims the word with
power and authority.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S. Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to join
us not only in Sunday worship,
but also throughout the week
for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Sat., June 29 - One-80 Teen
Ministry will host “College Prep

101” The Princeton Review
Free SAT/ACT Preperation
Workshop. FMI: Please contact
Kathie Lewis 727-894-4311.
Sun., June 30 – Family &
Friends Day! Mt. Zion members invite your family and
friends to worship with us as we
continue our 8th Anniversary
Celebration.
Sun., June 30 - Right-Hand
of Fellowship Service. If you
joined Mt. Zion as of January 1,

2013 and have completed New
Member’s Orientation, please
plan to attend a reception in
your honor, following the 10
a.m. service.
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg. 727894-4311, email: info@mzprogressive.org.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Slow down
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath.” James 1:19
Here in the book of James we are
instructed to slow down, but yet to
be swift. What are we to be swift
about? James instructs us to be swift
to hear, but slow to respond to what
we have just heard. Why? We have
probably all had someone tell us to
“take it slow” or perhaps we have
said this to others. It is probably the
one thing we say when we teach our
kids how to ride a bike or even to
drive a car. There are all kinds of situations when we say, “take it slow”.
Why do we say this phrase to people? Usually we want that person to
be safe, to do well at something, and
perhaps not injure themselves or
others.
Over the last few months, I have
been inundated with so many tasks,
which had begun to overwhelm me.
One Friday afternoon, I thought finally I can get a break. Well, just the
opposite happened, everything that
could go wrong did. I picked up the
phone to call my husband and inform him of what was going on and
I heard these words in my spirit
“slow down.” I thought, I am ok, I
can handle this, therefore, I proceeded to explain to my husband the
crisis we were facing and his response was not as loving as I would
have liked.
Now, ladies! You know, how this
could have gone down. However,
just as I was about to RESPOND, the
flood gate opened and the tears
(Holy Spirit) began to flow. The
Holy Spirit softly reminded me of
these words “slow down.” Now! God
had my attention! I began to imagine
a car speeding and ignoring the
warning signs; flashing yellow light,
the speed limit, and the sign that
states caution “slow traffic ahead.”
The driver unaware of the danger
ahead is about to injure, paralyze, or
kill, everything that is traveling
along the same road. The body of
Christ is guilty of being this driver.
We often times, injure, paralyze or
kill the potential we see in people
with our words. Therefore, James
1:19 instructs us to be slow with is
our speech.

As Christians we have to slow
down and think before we speak.
When we speak first before thinking
or before knowing the whole situation, we can get into trouble.
Proverbs 29:20 “informs us that
without this gift, a fool is better off
than he is” Why is the fool better
off? He speaks without (Holy Spirit)
a teacher. Proverbs 15:28 “tells us
that the righteous take the time to
consider his words before speaking,
however, those that do not know
Christ, speak corrupt words.”
The second thing we are instructed to be slow with is Anger.
Anger can be explosive. It can lead
to a lot of fighting and bickering,
which hurts people, and our witness
for Christ. Proverbs 29:22 says, “An
angry man stirreth up strife”. Scripture informs us that it is better to eat
crumbs in peace, than a steak full of
arguing and strife. We have to learn
to control ourselves where our
anger is concerned. Proverbs 14:29
“He who is slow to anger has great
understanding, But he who is quicktempered exalts foolishness.”
Therefore, I encourage each of
us to “slow down” for the cares of
this world will bring trouble, but,
how we respond determines the outcome. Remember, we cannot take
back our words once they are spoken and know that they will accomplish what we speak whether good
or bad. Therefore, let’s not tare one
another down, but let us build or esteem one another. God instructs us
in all things to get an understanding.
I am grateful for the Holy Spirit, because I know that when He speaks
it is imperative that we take the time
to listen. The word of God is for our
benefit and when we take the time
to listen we avoid being hurt and our
actions hurting others. Peace and
Blessings! In addition, I am looking
for a volunteer administrative assistant to assist me in my St. Pete office.
If you are looking to volunteer
w i t h a n o n - p r o f i t m i n i s t r y,
please email me your resume at
info@kingdomrestoration.info,
preferably some with an Associate’s
Degree in Business or equivalent in
experience of 5 years or more.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
35th Annual Equal Opportunity Day Gala
From GALA, page 1

viewed guests. While ordering drinks and
greeting one another, attendees participated in a silent auction, writing down
their bids for numerous items such as
theme park tickets, jewelry and hotel
packages. Various companies donated the
items for auction.
Through sets of double doors, the
main event began. In tune with the theme
of the gala, Mardis Gras, vases packed
with multicolored beads, feathers and
masks adorned the 40 dinner tables. Bay
News 9 anchor Erica Riggins acted as mistress of ceremonies. To promote a feeling
of solidarity, Riggins led the crowd in a
group pledge to the flag following a presentation of colors by the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department Color Guard. The
evening was full of speeches, recognitions,
awards and jokes.
According to PCUL President and
CEO Watson L. Haynes II, every seat in
the room was paid for. Individual tickets
were priced at $150 but the highest sponsorship package, costing $25,000, included
a full-page brochure cover ad and a corporate logo displayed in the main hall.
Following dinner, Riggins hosted the
live auction. The auction had a slow start,
but she conjured up intense images of an
underfunded PCUL to get the bids rolling.
She reminded the crowd that the funds
would be used for the many PCUL programs, including youth crime prevention
and job placement assistance.
As for the speeches, education and outreach were dominant themes. Lieutenant
Colonel Cynthia Cook spoke of the obstacles she faced and the mentors that helped
her on her career path.
“Don’t put boundaries on your life,”
Cook said. “Consider it a limitless opportunity to do whatever you want to do.” She
encouraged the crowd to learn continuously and to always show integrity. “You’re
never too old to learn, never too old to
grow, never too old to reach out and give
back.”
Catherine Crumbs was honored as a
prime example of those who give back. A
recently retired nurse, Crumbs has tutored nursing students for the PCUL for
more than 36 years. Haynes declared that
the monetary value of her volunteer hours
exceeds $237,000.
For her introduction at the gala, she
embedded herself in a clip of the television
medical drama “House,” in which she
schooled the cynical doctor about the

value of nursing and mentoring. After the
clip, she walked on stage to appreciative
laughter and a standing ovation.
TD Bank was also honored as an “outstanding corporate sponsor.” Last year,
they donated $50,000, which PCUL used
to start a Science, Technology, Reading,
Engineering, Attitude and Mathematics
(STREAM) program at Lakewood Elementary School.
“We proved that even in a high poverty
school, kids have a thirst for learning, a
thirst for knowledge, and if you put the
right resources, they’ll respond,” Haynes
said of the STREAM program, which graduated about 85 students in its first year.
According to Haynes, the PCUL is currently one year past its latest five-year plan.
At the gala, PCUL Chairman Leroy Sullivan highlighted the three main prongs of
the plan: education, housing and economic development.
“We’re dead serious about all three of
those, because those are the legs of the
three-legged stool,” Sullivan said.
The PCUL objectives are constantly
evolving depending on “the temperature
of the communities,” Haynes said.
“This coming year, we’ll be offering
housing counseling, working with home
owners,” Haynes explained. “The same
thing we’re going to do with community
development: grow small businesses
[and] work with them to get them bankable.”
Haynes said PCUL will also partner
with small businesses to develop training
models for minorities to land jobs and
eventually start their own related businesses. Additionally, PCUL is working “to
bring businesses where we are rather
than to always put [jobs] on the outskirts
where nobody can get to them.”
Like the PCUL goals, the organization
itself has expanded. Haynes stressed that
the PCUL does not exclusively serve
African Americans.
“We serve everybody that walks in the
door,” Haynes said. “When we came out of
the civil rights struggle, it was because
there was not an organization to address
the issues of African Americans. We found
that with the melting pot happening, other
folks started having the same problems …
and so we don’t paint a color on [people].
That’s what society has done for centuries
with African Americans, so we changed
the dialogue, we said everybody can
come.”

